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BY ERNIE SOCHIN

“Okay, so I beat up my
girlfriend a few times; my
psychological evaluations
show that I am nuts and the
CIA has taken over my mind
and forced me to watch ISIS
films on my computer. Now,
may I have my gun back?”

“Sure, just don’t shoot any innocent people with
it and make sure that you carry it in a nice box.”
No, I am not making most of this up, al-

though the quotes are similar to what actually
happened in that shooting at the Fort Laud-
erdale airport.
Am I nuts in believing that there is no way

in the world I would have allowed this guy to
be carrying any type of weapon, especially one
with a large magazine that can be fired very
rapidly thereby killing lots of innocent people.
I know as a result of this article that I will

get my normal criticisms calling me a leftist,
communist and whatever else they can think
of. These are, of course, the defenders of the
Second Amendment, which I love so dearly but
which is misinterpreted so frequently. Those
folks think that if everyone on that particular
plane or anyone in the airport at the time had
been “carrying” this might not have happened.
Sure! Just picture this: Everyone shouting

“there is another shooter.” Hundreds and hun-
dreds of people, untrained, panicked, and hav-
ing no idea what is actually going on, taking
out their weapons and firing at wherever they
thought the shooting might have arisen from.
The police would encounter the same problem. 
These same Second Amendment types are all

for open carry in our schools. Of course their
argument is that if all the kids have their own
weapons they will be able to defend themselves
against any potential threat. I don’t know about
you, but many of the kids that I see getting to
school every day don’t seem like a proper well-
regulated militia to defend our rights.
To give you some peace of mind, I person-

ally have had taken away from me by TSA sev-
eral pairs of three-inch mustache scissors. My

wife had to give up a pair of expensive cuticle
scissors on another trip.
Folks, you can feel perfectly safe now if you

happen to have cuticles or an unruly mustache.
Our government is doing its job and my rec-
ommendation is that all passengers carry their
own cuticle scissors to defend yourself against
possible cuticle cutters. I know that this all
sounds crazy to you but allowing a fellow to
place a gun in a carry bag that he can retrieve
at the next airport with no inspection, load and
fire it, after buying a one-way ticket and plac-
ing only this item in the luggage compartment.
You all know by now that I am very much

against everyone being allowed to carry his/her
own weapon. Yes, the police may need them, sol-
diers require them, hunters like them, target
shooters find them challenging, but allowing peo-
ple who just get on an airplane with a one-way
ticket, knowing that their gun awaits them in the
baggage claim area, somehow just galls me.
As many of you recall I spent many years as

a radio talk show host and certain topics
brought about the most angry and threatening
responses — top of the list of course was gun
control.
I did many shows questioning the belief of a

supreme being, abortion, and all the other hot

topics, but the worst re-
sponses then and, of course,
now to my newspaper arti-
cles always come from the
gun nuts.
One only has to read the

newspaper every single day to
see the mayhem that is taking
place on our streets, in our
schools, on airplanes, and just
about anywhere where people
gather. I just watched a movie
called Patriots’ Day (a great
movie by the way) and
learned that one of the two
perpetrators involved in the
Boston Marathon massacre
has yet to be executed as is the
case with many other outright
murderers. Help me to under-

stand this one please!
If someone has brutally murdered one or

several people, all the evidence pointing to that
person, of what value is their life and should
we be required to pay for their meals, bedding,
legal help, etc. Frankly our colonial ancestors
seem to have the right idea when they placed
criminals in stocks. Wouldn’t you just like to
walk through downtown and see the actual
people that make our life so miserable, bolted
into a set of wooden blocks so that we may
walk by and let our feelings be known? Rocks,
if the rock should happen to fly their way; well
that is the price of justice.
Of course the biggest outcry seems to be

against the police who in most cases are simply
doing their job to protect us. The cry is that
“black lives matter.” Of course, I thoroughly
agree with that but question why so many black
lives are being taken primarily in black neigh-
borhoods by other blacks. Check out the statis-
tics from the Chicago South Side or our own
Miami Gardens and you will see exactly what
I mean.
Okay all you gunsters, send those letters and

emails so that I can be even more vociferous in
my future articles. Have a happy, gun free, new
year!

Time for some common sense
when it comes to guns on planes


